THE DEFENCE OF ARGOT                199

were drawn up in fighting order. So absolute was the black-
ness of the night that it was impossible to tell the whereabouts
of the enemy, bat Clive brought up his guns and waited for
the dawn. When at last daylight came it was seen that the
French had taken possession of a pagoda, from which they
tried to cut their way out, finding themselves in a death-trap,
under fire of the English guns. Many of them were shot
down in the attempt, and the survivors were obliged to fall
back to the shelter of the building. Clive, faint with loss of
blood from the flesh wound he had received early in the night,
advanced, with the support of two sergeants, to demand their
surrender, and leant against the porch inside the gate. As he
stood there the officer of the English deserters came forward,
and, answering dive's demands with abusive language, deliber-
ately took up his musket and fired it point-blank at dive's
head. The ball missed him, but passed clean through the two
sergeants supporting him, both of whom fell mortally wounded.
At this outrage Clive's soldiers rushed forward, and the French
only saved their lives by an instant surrender. The sepoys
outside the pagoda were not so fortunate, and in trying to
escape they were cut down to a man by the Mahratta warriors,
who were maddened by the treacherous attack on their great
captain.

Soon after this episode^ the French General Law, finding his
supplies cut off and his natives deserting in increasing numbers,
surrendered to Major Lawrence. The Nabob, Chunda Sahib,
was also taken prisoner by a native Prince, the Rajah of
Tanjore, who had been cooperating with the English. Un-
fortunately he became a victim of Oriental cruelty, being
barbarously murdered by his captors.

During the next few months the fighting continued in
scattered districts between the French and English and their
respective allies, and owing to the illness of both Lawrence
and Clive, Dupleix succeeded in winning back several of his
lost positions, Eventually, however, Major Lawrence again
defeated the enemy round Pondicherry, and Clive, on his